Imagining Future Environments
GE Track
This track offers students across different engineering disciplines and beyond the opportunity to explore how visions of future environments influence current designs, policies, and narratives. Optimistic visions of future environments – natural, built, and digital – invite us to work for sustainability and justice; pessimistic ones warn us of pitfalls and unintended consequences of current interventions into nature and society. The courses in this track focus on how different cultures conflict and converge in how they imagine environmental futures, and how these imaginations contribute to shaping identities, ethics, policies, and designs, both consciously and unconsciously. Do different cultural communities perceive their natural and built environments as stable or temporary, in balance or in constant change? Are their visions of the future dominated by survival of current risks or by visions of a better life? In their designs, how do they conceive of the relationship between humans and nonhumans? What solutions do different cultural narratives and designs offer for current problems of infrastructure, urban planning, and environmental change? These are some of the questions courses in this GE track are designed to explore so as to prepare students for their own planning and design projects.

List of Courses by GE Foundation Area
Click on a Foundation Area or scroll below to see list of courses and descriptions.
ARTS AND HUMANITIES - LITERARY AND CULTURAL ANALYSIS (3 COURSES) ARTS AND HUMANITIES - PHILOSOPHICAL AND LINGUISTIC ANALYSIS (1 COURSE)
ARTS AND HUMANITIES - VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS ANALYSIS (2 COURSES) SOCIETY AND CULTURE - HISTORICAL ANALYSIS (1 COURSE)
SOCIETY AND CULTURE - SOCIAL ANALYSIS (5 COURSES) SCIENTIFIC INQUIRY - LIFE SCIENCE (1 COURSE) 

ARTS AND HUMANITIES - LITERARY AND CULTURAL ANALYSIS (1 COURSE)

COMPARATIVE LITERATURE 1E - Social Media and Storytelling: Comparing Cultures. Lecture, two hours; discussion, one hour. Enforced requisite: satisfaction of Entry-Level Writing requirement. Study of ways in which social media construct increasingly diverse and decentered narratives—with which we make localized sense of world. Equal emphasis on textual, visual, and sonic networks in arts, politics, and health care. P/NP or letter grading. Credits: 5.0 Units


ARTS AND HUMANITIES - PHILOSOPHICAL AND LINGUISTIC ANALYSIS (0 COURSES)


ARTS AND HUMANITIES - VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS ANALYSIS (2 COURSES)
DESIGN & MEDIA ARTS 9 – Art, Science and Technology. Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour; outside study, 11 hours. Exploration and survey of cultural impact of scientific and cultural innovations, technology-driven art inspired by science, and art/science collaborative projects. Introduction to vast array of cutting-edge research taking place on campus; scientific guest lecturers. Emphasis on art projects that use technology and respond to new scientific concepts. P/NP or letter grading. Credits: 5.0 Units
DESIGN & MEDIA ARTS 10 – Design Culture. Lecture, three hours; outside study, 12 hours. Open to nonmajors. Understanding design process, with emphasis on development of visual language; study of historic, scientific, technological, economic, and cultural factors influencing design in physical environment. P/NP or letter grading. Credits: 5.0 Units

[bookmark: _bookmark3]SOCIETY AND CULTURE - HISTORICAL ANALYSIS (1 COURSE)

SOCIETY AND GENETICS M71A - Biotechnology and Society. Lecture, three hours; discussion, two hours. Course M71A is enforced requisite to M71B, which is enforced requisite to M71CW. Limited to first-year freshmen. Exploration of methods, applications, and implications of biotechnology and of ethical, social, and political implications as well as biological underpinnings. Letter grading. Credits: 6.0 Units

[bookmark: _bookmark4]SOCIETY AND CULTURE - SOCIAL ANALYSIS (5 COURSES)

INFORMATION STUDIES 30 - Internet and Society. Lecture, five hours. Designed for undergraduate students. Examination of information technology in society, including Internet, World Wide Web, search engines (e.g., Google, Yahoo, Lycos), retrieval systems, electronic publishing, and distribution of media, including newspapers, books, and music. Exploration of many of these technologies, social, cultural, and political context in which they exist, and how social relationships are changing. Letter grading. Credits: 5.0 Units
INFORMATION STUDIES 20 - Digital Cultures and Societies. Lecture, five hours. Designed for undergraduate students. Examination of social and cultural contexts of global spread of digital networks and systems. Exploration of ethical, infrastructural, and political questions raised at intersection of technologies and cultures. Topics include social media revolutions, indigenous and non-Western uses of technology, cross-cultural design, digital media literacies, and more. Letter grading. Credits: 5.0 Units
SOCIETY AND GENETICS M71A - Biotechnology and Society. Lecture, three hours; discussion, two hours. Course M71A is enforced requisite to M71B, which is enforced requisite to M71CW. Limited to first-year freshmen. Exploration of methods, applications, and implications of biotechnology and of ethical, social, and political implications as well as biological underpinnings. Letter grading. Credits: 6.0 Units
COMPARATIVE LITERATURE 1E - Social Media and Storytelling: Comparing Cultures. Lecture, two hours; discussion, one hour. Enforced requisite: satisfaction of Entry-Level Writing requirement. Study of ways in which social media construct increasingly diverse and decentered narratives—with which we make localized sense of world. Equal emphasis on textual, visual, and sonic networks in arts, politics, and health care. P/NP or letter grading. Credits: 5.0 Units
COMPARATIVE LITERATURE 20 - Blockchain: The Future of Absolutely Everything. Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour. Interdisciplinary examination of social, cultural, and scientific workings of blockchain. Critical exploration of ethical, legal, and cultural effects of blockchain’s potential to improve human behavior and impact our sense of individuality. P/NP or letter grading. Credits: 5.0 Units

SCIENTIFIC INQUIRY -   LIFE SCIENCE  (1 COURSE)

ENVIRONMENT 12 - Sustainability and Environment. Lecture, three hours; discussion, one hour. Introduction to sustainability with emphasis on environmental component, including Earth’s physical, chemical, and biological processes as related to resource demands and management. Examination of application of scientific method in helping to understand and solve sustainability problems. Case studies illustrating how natural and social scientists work on environmental sustainability issues. Focus on global climate change, biodiversity, pollution, and water and energy resources presented in context of creating sustainable human society that is environmentally sound, economically viable, and socially just and equitable. Letter grading. Credits: 4.0 Units
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